
Argumentation & Debate Syllabus

Title: Argumentation & Debate
Session: Spring 2021

Content: Online: https://debate.protocommunications.com/ -> instructional content
->Argumentation and Debate with Jared Kubicka-Miller

You DO NOT need a hardcopy of the textbook. The online content is identical.

Materials: Headset with mic,
2G or more SD storage (digital camera card)
Computer with internet access
Video recording equipment (cell phones work)

Course Description
Welcome to Argumentation and Debate!!  Students learn to construct, analyze, and deliver arguments in a
structured format.  Debate techniques are practiced during the course. This class is not a course in how to
verbally fight.  This class instructs individuals how to communicate arguments to a specific audience and
defend those arguments when challenged.  Students should not believe that an argumentative approach is
applicable in all circumstances.

http://debatesensei.com
https://debate.protocommunications.com/


Assignments
All assignments are thoroughly explained at the end of the syllabus

Participation 35%
There are several quizzes throughout the course that contribute to your participation grade. Additionally,
the design of this class allows us to use a great deal of class time to practice our skills. Any of the
assigned exercises are added to your participation grade.

Asynchronous debate 25%
This unique type of debate allows you to participate in two debates simultaneously, all while
fact-checking your opponent, and allowing ample research time between speeches. This project requires
that you work with two different people to create two different debates within a 5 week period.

Synchronous debates 12%
The online streaming tool, Streamyard, allows users to schedule and record a video debate. The first
“debate” is just a test to make sure you understand the technology and setup. Topics will be given in the
same manner as the live debates.

Research assignments 13%
There are a total of 3 research assignments. One is a written assignment where you explore the
phenomenon of fake news. The other two are evidence collection assignments for and against the
asynchronous debate topic.

Live Debates 15%
Live debates happen at the end of the semester, after you have thoroughly practiced your skills. In the
final weeks of class. You must debate once as the affirmative, and once as the negative.

Grade Scale

Grade F D C B A

Percent 0%-59% 60%-69% 70%-79% 80%-89% 90%-100%
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Argumentation and Debate Syllabus

Contact Information
Email
Email is the easiest way to contact me. Please go
through Canvas to email me. This way, your
name and class are automatically added to your
message. I only respond to emails during work
hours. This means that an email sent to me on
Saturday night will not be read until Monday
when I am in my office. Failing to get a prompt
response from me is NOT a reasonable excuse
for late work.

Office Hours
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:00-10:00 am.
Tuesday/Thursday 2:00 - 3:00 pm,
Students that speak to me in real-time tend to get
the best quality instruction. I am able to adapt to

follow up questions and confusions about assignments. Be sure to have a specific question about the
material. Vague questions about the assignments inhibit my ability to give direction.

Phone
714-628-4726
You may choose to call me during my office hours, and I might be available to pick up. There is a chance
I am working with a student at the time, so if I do not pick up the phone, please leave a message.
Voicemails are directed to my email, and I will respond to them as soon as is reasonable. Please do not
expect me to respond to your messages with any more urgency than I respond to my other responsibilities.



General Information
Accommodations for disabilities
Students with disabilities who want to request academic accommodations are responsible for informing
their instructors and Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) as early in the semester as
possible, or at least two weeks before the accommodation is needed. To have accommodations authorized,
students must provide DSPS with verification of disability and meet with a DSPS professional for an
evaluation of needs. Students may schedule a DSPS appointment by coming to the DSPS Office in E-105,
by phoning us at (714) 628-4860 or by emailing us at DSPS@sccollege.edu.

Sexual Harassment
Santiago Canyon College (SCC) faculty are committed to supporting our students and providing an
environment free from sex or gender-based harassment or discrimination as outlined by Title IX of the
Education Amendments Act of 1972. Therefore, if a student chooses to confide in a member of SCC’s
faculty regarding an issue of sexual misconduct, sexual harassment, stalking, intimate partner violence, or
other forms of gender-based discrimination or harassment, that faculty member is obligated to tell the
Title IX Coordinator. Faculty members are considered “responsible employees” under Title IX and are
required to report all details of an incident (including the identities of both the victim and alleged
perpetrator) to the Title IX Coordinator. This disclosure allows the college to take immediate action to
protect the victim and take steps to correct and eliminate the misconduct. If a student does not wish to
report an incident to a responsible employee but wishes to speak to someone confidentially, the student
can speak to the College Psychologist. Only psychologists within the Student Health Center are required
by law to maintain near or complete confidentiality. The College Psychologist is located in the Student
Health & Wellness Services in T102 or call 714-628-4773.

Student Learning Outcomes
1. Critically analyze and evaluate evidence and arguments made on various subjects in everyday

life.
2. Identify and control anxiety when presenting in front of an audience.



Course Policies
Add/Drop Policy
“It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw officially from a course. However, because of
enrollment demand a student may be dropped by the instructor when not appearing at the first class
meeting. A student may also be dropped for excessive absences when the total hours of absence
exceed 10% of the total scheduled hours of the class. Under extenuating circumstances, a student may
be reinstated by the instructor.”

Make-ups/Unexcused Absences
There are three, and only three types of excused absence:

1. A physician’s verified medical excuse (for you or whomever you are the primary caregiver).
2. A funeral, provided you bring me a funeral program.
3. You are a participant in a school sponsored event (e.g. debate tournament, athletic event).  In this

case, it is your responsibility to show me written verification from your coach ahead of time.
If you are absent for any reason other than the above, then you may not turn in any late assignment or
make-up for an exam.  Unexcused absences will result in a grade of zero (0) assigned work and
presentations.  You may be dropped from the course if you miss more that 10% of the total scheduled
hours for class. Debates require that all participants be on time.  If you are late to class on debate day
then it will be counted as an absence.

Plagiarism Policy
Read the College’s Academic Honesty Policy in your course catalog; plagiarism is the literal thievery of
another’s work or ideas.  Be extremely careful not to “borrow” from the works of others without
appropriate citations.

In-Class Behavior
Turn off all cell phones before coming to class. Because this class involves the discussion of
controversial topics, I require that this class be a safe environment for all of us to experiment with ideas
and arguments without ridicule.

Grades
It is YOUR responsibility to keep track of your grade in this class.  You will get grades from major
assignments returned to you in a timely manner.  Missing a major assignment will result in a significant
loss of points that may alter your final grade by more than one letter grade.  Your overall grade in this
class should come as no surprise at the end of the semester.



Tentative Schedule
First 8 Weeks

Week Learning Units Assignments and Activities Due Dates

1-2 ❏ How to Use This Course
❏ Introduction to Fundamental Concepts

❏ The ‘Other Side’ Discussion
❏ Argumentation Entry Survey
❏ Speech of Self Introduction

● February 14

3 ❏ Arguments ❏ Case Area Selection
❏ Synchronous Debate Practice

● February 28

4-5 ❏ Evidence ❏ Fake News
❏ Affirmative Evidence Packet
❏ Participation Progress Report 1

● March 7
● March 14

6 ❏ The Affirmative Case ❏ First Affirmative Constructive
❏ Peer Review Affirmative Evidence

● March 21

7 ❏ Questions and Cross-Examination ❏ Flow the First Affirmative
Constructive

❏ First Cross-Examination

● March 28

8 ❏ The Negative Case ❏ Negative Evidence Packet
❏ Participation Progress Report 2

● April 4
● April 18



Second 8 Weeks

Week Learning Units Assignments and Activities Due Dates

10 ❏ Language and Delivery ❏ First Negative Constructive ● April 25

11 ❏ Rebuttals ❏ Participation Progress Report 3
❏ Synchronous Debate 1
❏ Synchronous Debate 2

● May 2

12-16 ❏ Asynchronous Debate ❏ First Affirmative Constructive (Graded)
❏ First Cross-examination (Graded)
❏ First Negative Constructive (Graded)
❏ Second Cross-examination (Graded)
❏ First Affirmative Rebuttal (Graded)
❏ First Negative Rebuttal (Graded)
❏ Second Affirmative Rebuttal (Graded)

● May 7
● May 11
● May 18
● May 23
● May 27
● June 1
● June 4

13-16 ❏ Live Debates ❏ Live Debate 1
❏ Live Debate 2
❏ Argumentation Exit Survey

● May 30
● June 3
● June 4



Learning Units

How to Use This Course
● Purpose: This learning unit is made available prior to the first day of class. The purpose is to

inform students about how to complete lessons, how assignments are administered, and what
applications we will use throughout the course. This is the only unit that you can access without
purchasing the content.

● Lessons:
○ 2021, Argumentation and Debate Syllabus
○ How to Complete Lessons and Assignments
○ Why you will need a Gmail account
○ Setting up Youtube
○ Using Video Technology for Online Education

● Assignments:
○ Speech of Self-Introduction

Unit 1: Introduction to Fundamental Concepts
● Purpose: All human communication can be intimidating, but arguing tends to be especially

frightening to individuals. Not only do you have to deal with all of the nerves and anxiety of
public speaking, but also have to anticipate that people are going to question and refute what you
say. A surefire way to mishandle the apprehension that accompanies communication is to pretend
it doesn't exist, or to ignore it and think that it will go away on its own. During this first unit, we
will directly address these issues.

● Lessons:
○ Communication Model
○ Communication Apprehension
○ A Brief History of Argumentation Studies

● Assignments:
○ Peer review Speech of Self Introduction
○ “The ‘Other Side’ is not dumb discussion
○ Communication Apprehension Entry Survey

Unit 2: Arguments
● Purpose: How are arguments different from other types of communication? When does a

conversation become an argument? What elements make up an argument? These are tricky
questions that people have been struggling with for centuries. This unit presents the best answers
to those inquiries.

● Lessons:



○ Defining Argumentation
○ The Toulmin Model
○ Modeling Arguments
○ Methods of Persuasion
○ Getting Familiar with Lincoln Douglas Debate
○ Using Streamyard for debate and Cross-examination assignments
○ 2020-2021 NFA LD topic with discussion.

● Assignments:
○ Synchronous Debate Practice
○ 2020-2021 case area request

Unit 3: Evidence
● Purpose: Evidence is the foundation of any good speech. In the information age, it has become

easier to find evidence, but harder to validate its quality. This learning unit advises you on how to
find sources, as well as evaluate its quality. Once you have collected the proper quality and
quantity of sources, you then diagram your arguments into an online flow chart. You will be using
these techniques several times throughout the semester.

● Lessons:
○ Finding and Using Evidence
○ Using Evidence in Speeches
○ Preparing the First Affirmative Constructive (1AC)

● Assignments:
○ Synchronous debate 1 judging peer review
○ Fake News
○ Affirmative evidence packet
○ Participation Progress Report 1

Unit 4: The Affirmative Case
● Purpose: Speaking first in a debate can be bewildering. Where to start? What to say first? What

issues are most important? This unit addresses the answers to these questions for any debate
topic, and specifically for policy topics. The first affirmative constructive speech will utilize
evidence that was previously collected to support this season’s topic.

● Lessons:
○ Interpreting Resolutions
○ Criteria
○ Stock Issues
○ Audience Analysis

● Assignments:
○ Peer review affirmative evidence
○ First Affirmative Constructive



Unit 5: Questions and Cross-examination
● Purpose: One of the more dynamic parts of any debate is when debaters interact with each other.

Depending on which debate format is being used, there is typically some section devoted to
questions and/or cross-examination to create interaction. In this learning unit, we will cover best
practices when listening for the purpose of developing critical questions about the debate.
Additionally, lessons about proper reasoning assist students in identifying potential flaws in the
logic of an opponent.

● Lessons:
○ Organization and Flowing
○ Reasoning
○ Fallacies
○ Active Listening
○ Questions and Cross-examination
○ Funny Cross-examination

● Assignments:
○ Flow the First Affirmative Constructive
○ First cross-examination

Unit 6: The Negative Case
● Purpose: A good affirmative speech may be intimidating. A negative debater may have no idea

how to respond to well-researched, and logically sound arguments. There are plenty of strategies
that have been developed over the years that provide a road map for negative debaters to follow.
The negative constructive has several differences with the affirmative. There are more options to
choose from than the affirmative had. The variety is both liberating, and potentially
overwhelming. This unit will help guide students through the research and planning process for
the negative constructive.

● Lessons:
○ Refutation and Rejoinder
○ Disadvantages
○ Types of Disadvantages
○ Topicality
○ Counterplans
○ Types of Counterplans
○ Advanced Negative Tactics

● Assignments:
○ Negative evidence packet
○ Synchronous Debate 1
○ Participation Progress Report 2



Unit 7: Language and Delivery
● Purpose:
● Lessons:

○ Language
○ Figures of Speech
○ Word Economy
○ Methods of Delivery
○ Delivery

● Assignments:
○ First Negative Constructive

Unit 8: Rebuttals
● Purpose:
● Lessons:

○ Answers to Disadvantages
○ Answers to Counterplans
○ Permutations
○ Answers to Topicality
○ Presumption
○ Fiat
○ Advanced Rebuttals

● Assignments:
○ Synchronous debate 2
○ Participation Progress Report 3

Unit 9: Asynchronous Debate
● Purpose: Second debate,  this time with rebuttals. Accelerated.
● Assignments:

○ Final Affirmative Constructive 11/15/20
○ Final First Cross-examination 11/22/20
○ Final Negative Constructive 11/29/20
○ Final Second Cross-examination
○ Final Affirmative Rebuttal
○ Final Negative Rebuttal
○ Final Second Affirmative Rebuttal



Unit 10: Debating Live
● Purpose:
● Lessons:

○ IPDA rules
○ Topic analysis

● Assignments
○ 2 live debates.



Assignment Details

Asynchronous Debate

We are going to use video technology to create two debates simultaneously. Over the course of several
weeks we will use the current topic for Lincoln-Douglas debating from the National Forensic Association.
You will participate in two total debates by recording separate speeches to an electronic file and then
sharing them with select classmates. You will have specific deadlines to complete the speeches. Your
grade will be based upon the following:

Comprehensiveness: You should have 2 total debates (constructives and rebuttals). Missing any
of these speeches will result in deductions to your overall grade.

Reasoning: The logic that you use to support our advocacy needs to be relatively free of fallacies.
You also need to be able to utilize arguments in such a way to clearly support one central idea.
You need to be able to demonstrate your reasoning within the debate.

Organization: You need to be able to choose the right organization pattern for your topic, as well
as your speech. Your organization should be clear within your debate. How you choose to fill
time is also a matter of organization, so your time allocation will affect this component.

Evidence: Will be assessed on both quantity and quality. There needs to be between 2 and 6
sources. The only way to maximize the value is to include the maximum amount of sources. The
quality of sources will also significantly influence the credit you receive. Source quality depends
on both on the credibility of the author, as well as the relevance of the material to your argument.

Delivery: You need to be able to maintain composure while being recorded; minimize verbal
fillers, control your body, maintain as much eye contact as possible, and speak with enough
volume.

https://sites.google.com/site/nationalforensicsassociation/competition/lincoln-douglas-debate


Synchronous Debate
You will use StreamYard to record 3 total debates with various classmates. The first debate is simply to
get you familiar with the process and technology for recording remote debates. The other debates will be
on topics chosen by students, and approved by the instructor.

Reasoning: The logic that you use to support our advocacy needs to be relatively free of fallacies.
You also need to be able to utilize arguments in such a way to clearly support one central idea.

Organization: You need to be able to choose the right organization pattern for your topic, as well
as your speech. Your organization should be clear within your debate. How you choose to fill
time is also a matter of organization, so your time allocation will affect this component.

Evidence: Will be assessed on both quantity and quality. There needs to be between 2 and 3
sources. The only way to maximize the value is to include the maximum amount of sources. The
quality of sources will also significantly influence the credit you receive. Source quality depends
on both on the credibility of the author, as well as the relevance of the material to your argument.

Delivery: You need to be able to maintain composure while being recorded; minimize verbal
fillers, control your body, maintain as much eye contact as possible, and speak with enough
volume.

Peer review: You will judge your classmates’ debates. A peer review will be available after the
due date for each debate. Go back to the original assignment and watch the videos submitted. You
must clearly rule one person as the victor in the round and explain your decision.



Fake News

The term ‘fake news’ has become popular in a relatively short amount of time. There has been an
explosion of information that is becoming more accessible to more people. The advent of the internet, and
then mobile devices, have made it possible for people to filter the information that they get so it
constantly reinforces previously held beliefs. People become predisposed to accept things as true,
regardless of the quality of journalism. The result, fake news stories are shared so rapidly that large
populations are led to believe things, with little to no evidence. It is important to be able to identify fake
news for reasons of good decision making, and  public safety.

Requirements

1. Your submission must be between 1000 and 1200 words, not counting the title page or works cited.
2. You must have at least 5 sources in your works cited page, including the source of the fake news example

itself. Sources must occur within the text, as well as the works cited page.
3. Your submission needs to conform to MLA formatting requirements. 1 inch margins, 12 point, Times

New Roman font. Spelling and grammar are always a factor when it comes to grading.

Organization and Writing Instructions

1. Compose an introduction with an attention getter, a significance statement, and a thesis for this
assignment. Include a preview of your paper that is divided between two main sections: understanding
what is fake news, and analyzing an example of fake news.

2. Include the following information for the section on understanding fake news.
1. Define ‘fake news.’ One way to aid in the identification of fake news is to define it. Definitions create

standards that can be applied when people use the term to specifically reference an example, and
determine if what one person considers ‘fake news’ is consistent with other people’s use. Develop a
definition that captures the original use of the term ‘fake news.’ Make sure that the definition is free
of spelling and grammar errors that might confuse the meaning.

2. Compare fake news to other types of news. Understanding what fake news is, can sometimes be
gained by comparing to what it is not. In the recent past, people would make a simple distinction
between ‘news’ and ‘not news.’ Opinion or commentary was not news. Interpersonal spectacles that
erupted on a talk show was not news. Reality television was not news. More information sources now
mimic the look and sound of traditional news, but have a different purpose than to simply inform their
audience. Compare the terms news, opinion news, satire news, and fake news. What do you think are
some identifiable characteristics that distinguish them?

3. Explain how to spot fake news. A definition is a limited way to understand anything. Practical steps
for identifying fake news is essential. Develop instructions for an average person to follow that guides
them through the process of identifying fake news. Explain what to look for in the article itself.
Suggest fact-checking methods.

3. For the section on analyzing an example of fake news, include the following:



1. Identify an actual example of fake news. This can be a meme, a full-length article, or any other
publication that meets your definition of fake news. You must identify the central claim from the fake
news, explain how widely it was shared, and any significant outcomes or effects that the fake news
may have had as a result of it being shared.

2. You must apply your method for identifying fake news to your example, providing evidence and
analysis debunking the claim in the meme.

4. Compose a conclusion that ties all the elements of this assignment together. Provide a memorable closing



Evidence Packet

For this assignment, you will collect, organize, and format research that supports the case you
have been assigned. This assignment is important because you have a speech which requires you
to cite fully sourced evidence. The goals of this assignment are both individual, and group
oriented. The individual goals are, first, to gain a deep understanding of your assigned
affirmative. Second, to collect enough evidence to support a 6 minute recorded speech. Third, to
consider which arguments are critical to your case. And fourth, to collect the highest quality
evidence possible.

The group oriented goals are, first, to create a repository of evidence for all students in the group
to use for their speech. And second, to gather as wide a variety of sources as possible.

Formatting

There are very specific formatting requirements for this assignment. Open the template for an
illustration of the formatting requirements. It is recommended that you simply make a copy of
the template and share it amongst your group. You must change the title page for your evidence
packet so that it refers to your assignment, to your case, and still conforms to MLA requirements.
Simply put the name of the assignment as the title, and change the information in the header for
one of the sections so it correctly identifies you as the author.

Each piece of evidence is called a card. Start each card on a new page. At the top, centered on
the page, write a “power tag” for the card; a very short description of what the card does. Format
the power tag as “Heading 2” using the style dropdown menu, and then underline the whole
power tag. For the affirmative evidence packet, you should choose from the power tags below:

● The problem
● The cause
● This plan will work
● Impact

Each card must have an original claim. A claim is a complete sentence that captures the central
point of the evidence. You must write your own claims. The evidence should clearly support the
claim for every card. Format the claim as “Heading 3” from the style dropdown menu, and then
bold the whole claim.

Each card must have an original source citation. Your source citation must be in MLA format.
You cannot use the same source for more than one card. Format the citation as “Heading 4” from
the style dropdown menu.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14puh8jPk0yhtWgS6sQhBNrvkNs1DoqIP2MzZ9an-_6s/edit?usp=sharing


Each card must have a lengthy excerpt copied and pasted from the original publication. The
excerpt must stay as true to the original as possible. You may remove whitespace, and adjust
formatting so the excerpt has uniformly formatted font. Format the excerpt as “Normal text”
from the style dropdown menu. Underline at least one sentence must be underlined and bolded to
indicate the most relevant information. You can also choose to highlight a section if it is
especially important.

Grading

Each card will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

● Formatting
● Quality of your source
● Quality of your claim
● Relevancy of your evidence
● Variety of your sources

You must submit at least 7 cards, but no more than 10 cards. Each card you submit will get a
grade, but only the 7 best cards will go toward your final grade.

Be aware! You are working as a group. The variety of sources within your group affects
everyone’s grade; so, the more unique sources you submit for your assignment, the better your
grade. If another student submits an assignment before you do, and it has a source that you cite in
one of your cards, it diminishes the value of that source. So get your assignment in early, and pay
attention to other students.



Live Debates

We will follow a modified version of parliamentary debate.  The speaking order is as follows

First affirmative: 5 minutes
Cross-examination: 2 minutes
First negative: 6 minutes
Cross-examination: 2 minutes
First affirmative rebuttal: 3 minutes
Negative rebuttal: 5 minutes
Second affirmative rebuttal 3 minutes

If you are not debating, then you are critiquing. Group members will watch each other and render verdicts
by means of ballots. Critiquing means that you pay attention and answer questions such as which side
won the debate, and what arguments would make if you were in the debate.  Grades do not depend on the
judgment of your classmates. Grades are based upon the following:

Reasoning: The logic that you use to support our advocacy needs to be relatively free of fallacies.
You also need to be able to utilize arguments in such a way to clearly support one central idea.
You need to be able to demonstrate your reasoning within the debate.

Organization: You need to be able to choose the right organization pattern for your topic, as well
as your speech. Your organization should be clear both within your debate. How you choose to
fill time is also a matter of organization, so your time allocation will affect this component.

Evidence: Will be assessed on both quantity and quality. There needs to be between 2 and 6
sources. The only way to maximize the value is to include the maximum amount of sources. The
quality of sources will also significantly influence the credit you receive. Source quality depends
on both on the credibility of the author, as well as the relevance of the material to your argument.

Delivery: You need to be able to maintain composure while speaking in front of an audience;
minimize verbal fillers, control your body, maintain as much eye contact as possible, and speak
with enough volume. Appendix


